
If Kot Kcnclalc. -['hen U-llat'.) 
Xask 1'orc.c coi~sidcrs altcrnati\,cs f o r  capacity r-click but parunts decry a 'ciividc and conquer' strategy. 
B: Kc11 \Illlston~' Thu ~'ilrnri11l-1~ 
March 29. 200h 

Thc blontgo~nerq County Council aftinned Milrch 28 that it ~vil l  not 
fund thc c o ~ l s t ~ ~ u c t  ion of'  811 ~ I ~ ~ i i ~ r ~ t a r y  SCIIOOI (111 tietidale Koad in 
Pototllar: - an outcomc that was nearly inconcci\,ablc thrcc 1no11ths 
ago. 
Thu Council agrecd infornmally to no  longer considcr build in^ 017 

Kcndalt. but decided not to ~ o t e  on the issue. according to  Patrick 
Laccticld. a r o u i ~ c i l  cpr>kcsman. 
Montgolncry County t'uhlia Sctiools f'orniulatod thc Kendalc Road 
plan in carly 3004 ns a solurior~ to o ~ ~ e r c r o ~ t ' c ~ i n g  ar Potomac 
Elementary School. Thc ncw school on Kcndale would ha\,c rcplaced 
r~carby Sc\-en Locks Elementary School. iv hich had pre\-iously bucu 
slated h r  at1 nddi tion and I I I O ~ C ~ I I  i zati 011. 

MCPS stood b!, thc Kcr~clnlc: plan c\.en nftcr a Fubruary rqmrr by thc 
Montgomery County Office of' Inspcctur Gcneral found that the 
schocll s~stt.111 had in1 srcprcacntcd cost data and community 
scnt in~cr~t  irl proposing the new school and that two less-costly 
opt ions had bccn urti ticially ruled out. 
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Rclls Mill tlementary 
School parcnls held u p  
"Hclp Bclls hlill" signs at 
a X,larcli 2 1 County 
Cou11cil hearing o n  
elainentasy school 

-1'11~ C'vuncil discussini~ Tucsday carnc otlc week aficr its sccund School cluster. Others had 
public hearing this month on a tvhirlii.ind of Potomau SL'IIOOI issues signs that said "Save 
with Se1.t.n Locks Elementary School at its 11e)tus. Some 30 speakers S ~ i ' t 1 1  Locks." "Fix 
at that licariiig unat~imnusly supported a motion by C'ouncilmcmbcr Potumac." and "Pu tomau 
I loward Dcnis to t~uild ;i larger Scven Locks at its cur-rcnt sitc. ES Sccds Rc1it.f:" 
trausfcrring funding ti-urn thc now-dclunct Kendalc plan. 
The Council appears ti) hc moi,ing swiftlj. ton,ard approi ing a net\ 
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plan to relie1 e elementar! school OL ercro~i  ding in the IVinston 
C'hurchill High Scl~ool clustcr - t l ~ c  origitlal ititcnt of rhe Kcndalc 
schvol proposal - ahcad of t l lu budgut negotiations that I\ i l l  
consurnc the next tu.u 111~1ltlms. 

"E\.en.one understands that Kendale is just not ivorkablt.." snid Ken Ilartii~an, a Dcnis staffer and 
mcmher of a joint Montgomery rnu11ty Public Sch(ml'i-Voul~t~ C'ou11~i1 task force appoinrcd to cxar-nine 
capacity sc)lutiotls fir thc clustcr. " I t 's just rcality. thc facts otl thc pc ,u~ ic l .  Thcre rcally is no chancc that 
Kondalc could come back as a f i l l 1  uptiun." .. Hartman added that J i e n ~ h l c  is "always thcrc. at Icast 11s ii point of'ct~rnpa1-iso11. because it  is fully 
dc\.clopcd 2nd priced out. 
But IJcnis' plan, a C'npltal I i ~ ~ p r o ~ ~ c m e n t s  Prograin amcndr~lcr~r that i ~ c ~ ~ l d  require six C'ouncll votct, to 
pass. is tlow tthc apparcnt ti-ontrunner i i ~  t-elicving overcrowding quickly. Pototll~~c: Elcmc~ltury School is 
about 20 pcrccilt ovcr-capacity and Bclls hlill Elclncntnry is tlcarly 3) pcrccnl u \  cr capacity. At Bclls 
Mill, students and staff'membcrs h a w  had serious illnesses attributcd to  mold in portable classrooins. 
Thu March 2 1 heal-ing included hot11 PT.4 and cii,ic leaders who h a w  been co~~t inuously  iii\,cdi ed in thc 
three-!car-old dcbntc nhout Sevcu I.ocks and Kclldale and a largc number of'ne\~;corncrs \vho said that 
thuy had oilly rccciltly itoken up to the seriousness o f  thc clcmc~ltary school situation 
The future of Se\,cn Locks nun  duminarcs thc discussion in my neighborhood, i\,hcreus i t  did not cio 
that before." said Tim Hando. a S c ~ c n  1.oclis neighbor with three children under age 5 .  "F.\.cryone 1 
ha\ c spokcn M i t  11 i s  U ~ I ~ I ~ I ~ ~ I I O U S I ~  O I ) P C ) S C ~  ti, thc Kcridale sito 2nd ivould likc this drama to crld." 
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:lnot!~er nen  speaker at the hearing was Neil klchlullcn. a Iiclldalc Krliid r c s i dc~~ t  i i t lc l  cccjncjrnist. who 
applicd n cost-hcr~cfit a~~alysllr to tllc Kcndalc schc>ol and Se\.cn Locks rchu~ld altcrnativcs. 
"'I-hcrc :]I-L, ; i l l  o t'ttwlrc . . . di111~11siotls of a good schuul which arc prrponJcr;it~tl~ on ttir h i c k  of Se\;en 
Lucks in !c,nn> cr  t '  ttlc hcrlc'fits, prcpondcrantly un the side of Kcndalc* In tinns elf the costs." McMullen 
said. I jc.  citcd nrlt o111y LI t'ct), p:irking. and cnvironri~cntal concerns. l ~ t  also l i~rurc 1i:lhilitics at thc 
tieniiale sitt.. 1ilit.1-e he said tlitoding u-ill exacerbati: cxistiilg datigcr-s on 111c SIL'C~, n;il-vcjir. rcjad. 
"'I hc polnr ;I[ 1+,11ich t rurih :~ct-oqs the road is a hlind curirc: wllcru a c C i l 1 ~ ~ n ~ s  i~lrcail!, c,uuur," I I ~ .  said. 
-'What you :ISL: S L ' I ~ I I I ~  up 15 ;I trl1-t l;i\vycs's dt.ca~n." 

Sc\,cral spcakcrs h o t  back sharpl! at an MCICPS memo released a diiy earlier that raised two 
overcrtwding solutions anathema to area parents. One was to clcjs~' Se\,en Locks Elcil~cntary School and 
opcl-nto nit11 only four ~lcii ici1ta1~~ S C I J O O I S  iri t hc clus~cr .  -I t ~ c  c l t l ~ ~ r  u,as to include Cardcrock Springs 
t luttlcntary a Walt \Vliitmi~n High Sclii~ol cluster scl~ool - in Ihc r c s h u i ~ l i n ~ ,  
\i 11i11nun clustcr coordinator Dcborall i)c~nlll;.-i$~~grnan xiid rI1.1t her communitv Ieatned about the 
Cardcrock option by chancc at 3 Board of E d i ~ ~ ; ~ t ~ o n  l i~ez~inp.  S11e M-arned against drawing U'hitrnan 
into the alre;icil; bitter C'hurchill cluster tight. 
.-\l'tju arc i11 a ~ ~ o s i r i o ~ i  to c11su1.c that 1170rc fUcI 15  11111 l h t . r \ \ %  tl 1111~1 fllis already b l a ~ i n g  firc." Demille- 
ii'gyula~l said. ".Already our cotnrniitliry I >  up in  arms. . . . O~*c tc . ro~~d ing  117 111e C'husct~ill cluster cnnnor 
hc. c~ircd by increasing the overcruivding 111 thu \WII tm;in cluctt'r." 
'I'he council ag~-eed Xlarch 28 not pursue 111c C'astiertjck Spr~ngf nyition further. 
Hul: spcakcrs at thc li~'a1-itlg i i l ~ r . ~ ' ~ s i i i g l j ~  c ~ I I c c I  GIC't'S to tilsk: fir ii'll;lt tllc) callcd an  antagonistic. 
"dl\ idcl and conquct." attitude. 
" I t  ' \  alillu>t l ikc a scorchcd ciirth pol icy. 1 don't understand what thc hoarl! 13  d < ~ ~ n g . "  said Mark 
,;'idelman. cl~alr ul ' t t~c Muntyumcr> C'uunt: Civic Federation's Fclucation i'~lm1ilittcc. "Tl~c minute you 
are percei~t'd 111 hc f h r c d t ~ n l ~ ~ g  tlldt 0 1 7 U  ~~'11001 is going to be ~Ios t 'd  . . .  yoi1'1-~1 se!~cli~lg ;l I ~ I ~ S > ; I ~ , ' , C '  tu the 
citizens n.t~i)se li id:, go to that ~ i . l ~ l l r ) l  that there's goi11g to hc  I-ctrihut ion." 
A ~ ~ ~ l i i i a i i  said I I C  fi-nrcd th:lt tllc ~choo l  systctn i s  digging in its hcels owr ;I >~ng lc  issue rLltllCr ttiarl 
tijcusillg on global I ~ I - ~ I I L ~ I I I L ' S .  
"Wc ask honc,sI qu~,sr 1011s c.ipcc11t1g huncsl answers rind wc gct inisinlbrni;~t 1011. disinfrui~lnt ion atld 
lies." saicl SL*\ cbrl l .~ ,c .ks ~wr~ ' i l t  11I1ctl;~~'I \V;lllcr. 
Council Ldu~.i1111~n C'oinmirree C'haini~an klichael Subin (D-At I.argc) stnl-t.d 1 1 1 1 ~ ~ ' ~ t l ~  ; ~ t  l!:::'aller during 
councilmon~hi.r c c~mnic~~ t s  01-1 tllc rt~r~r11011y. 
"Dcriicanitig other folks and putting ncgatiw labcls on thcin is 3itnpb. gcttitlg people to dig thcir hccls . . 
in. It's rlclt helping. lf'it-c uarc abou~ thu kids. Ict ' s  i~ddrcs:, thc poIic\ issues. he said. 
Suhir~ t l~cn turncd off'his micruphonc: and ,iriLc.d \i-iillcr I I' he w ;i111rd to "take this outside." 


